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RAVENSTHORPE — MORGAN STREET HILL 

Grievance 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [9.28 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I will give him maybe not 
as large and contentious a problem, but it is a significant problem to me. There is a town in my electorate called 
Ravensthorpe, which is 520 kilometres south east of Perth. It is the commercial centre for farming and is now a 
significant mining centre as well. Morgan Street runs up a hill in the centre of Ravensthorpe. Trucks get stuck on 
that hill in the middle of the town. In the RAC’s “Risky Roads Survey 2011: Top 10 regional intersections”, 
Morgan Street and South Coast Highway is fourth on the list, due to “traffic delays caused by the steep gradient 
of the road”. 

I suppose it cannot be said any better than in this letter from the Ravensthorpe Progress Association — 

These road trains and stock trucks, approaching from the East, become immobilised just below the crest 
of the hill at Ravensthorpe’s town centre. Sometimes the vehicles jack-knife thereby obstructing both 
lanes of traffic on the highway. These incidents invariably involve Police, Emergency Services and 
Main Roads staff and then heavy machinery and operators to move the disabled truck. Of considerable 
concern is the fact that the Ravensthorpe District High School is situated immediately at the foot of this 
hill and a fuel station, both well within the path of an out of control truck ... 

The second issue was a health issue. The Ravensthorpe Progress Association writes — 

Stock road trains, transporting live cattle and sheep, begin to offload their collected effluent as they 
move up the steep incline. With food stores, restaurants, a hotel and tourist outlets on this main route, 
this river of liquid manure is an extremely unpleasant experience.  

To date this year 36 trucks have been stuck on the hill — 

To make matters worse, the Main Roads Department have recently removed their contractors from 
Ravensthorpe which means that the ‘local’ response to clear stuck trucks from the highway is now from 
Katanning.  

That is not the major point of my grievance. The major point is the need to solve the issue which has been 
around for some time and which is becoming a bigger problem because of the increasing truck movements. This 
road has a 10 per cent maximum gradient—one in 10, for 150 metres—which on today’s standards is over the 
road-building specifications. If a road was built today, the maximum gradient would be one in five. Most roads 
work towards a one-in-three gradient.  

A draft report was released on 26 September 2003 titled “South Coast Highway: Ravensthorpe Heavy Haulage 
Route: Background Planning Report”. The 2003 report did some important work on the road statistics and traffic 
volumes. This relates to some other roads and the issue I brought up with the minister last week; these things 
have been identified for many years—probably for around 10 years—but the situation has worsened. The report 
stated — 

In 1991 the Department of Land Administration undertook a detailed examination of the … town site. 

… 

The “notorious” town hill is located in the centre of town … 

The road was also a significant issue then. As I said, when this report was done in September 2003, the total 
traffic movements at the Ravensthorpe town site were more than 1 100, of which 149 were heavy vehicles and 
46 were large heavy vehicles. It was predicted that traffic would grow at a rate of three per cent, the estimated 
traffic would be more than 1 800 vehicles and the number of heavy vehicles and large heavy vehicles would 
significantly increase; that is what we see today.  

There is a solution to this problem. The community has had much discussion about the potential for a heavy 
haulage deviation. I specifically say a deviation, not a bypass. This would deviate the heavy traffic that is 
increasingly getting stuck on the hill and causing safety and health issues and impacting tourism. A proposed 
alignment is documented in the 2003 draft report. It was very interesting that in the end, after all, this report 
essentially said — 

There are currently no funds provided in Main Roads’ four-year program for this project.  

Again, I have to suggest to the minister that, similar to the other issue with Hopetoun Ravensthorpe Road, they 
have not just stepped away from this; they have bolted. The report detailed the estimated costs of the project. 
There needs to be a study to look at alternative routes either south or north. This report mentioned the northern 
route, but that is now potentially impacted by the Galaxy Resources mines development north of Ravensthorpe. 
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We seriously need to look at a deviation for this town, which is suffering. Some of the studies done previously 
show that it would have been about a $2 million project. That obviously needs to be reviewed. I would ask the 
minister to do that seriously and immediately.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.35 am]: I have driven my bus up that hill in 
Ravensthorpe and it is steep. I have often thought, “If I have to change gears one more time, I may lose my 
clutch.” It is a steep hill. I would have lost a bit of money if I had lost my clutch, I can tell members right now. 
With a gradient of one in 10, it is the type of hill that would test the great Australian athlete Cadel Evans. We may 
suggest that he visits Ravensthorpe as part of his training regime to defend his Tour de France crown next year.  

The issue the member raised is important. I will not say “bypass” either, but we need look at options to provide 
alternatives to get around town and to deviate traffic. I should point out that just because it is called a “heavy 
vehicle deviation” does not mean heavy vehicles will be the only users of it. That has been discovered with the 
heavy vehicle deviation in Mt Barker. There are issues in a range of other towns in regional Western Australia, 
such as in Northampton, but in relation to Ravensthorpe I can advise the following. The member is right that a 
study was done in 2003. Parts of that study have been effectively ruled redundant because of changes including, 
as the member pointed out, to mining tenements. Main Roads has reviewed the previous planning work and 
made the assessments that sit around that. My understanding is that on 27 September the information from that 
review was presented to the Shire of Ravensthorpe at its meeting. Main Roads has also committed $300 000, 
effective immediately, to go into the very planning work that the member requested. That planning work will be 
undertaken and will involve community consultation, preliminary environmental and heritage investigations and 
the development of a planning design concept for the preferred heavy vehicle route. I would like to think that in 
a short time we have aggregated the work that has been done and we are not reinventing the wheel. That has 
been presented to the shire. An amount of $300 000 is now in the Main Roads budget to do the planning work.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: When can that start, minister?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is starting now. That money was formally made available through internal processes 
this month. They may have suspected that the member would raise the issue today.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: I flagged this grievance some weeks ago.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is a positive outcome. Of course, as the member pointed out, the next challenge will 
be funding. I am not an expert on road funding, but I suspect that if the estimated cost was $2 million in 2003, it 
would be considerably more than that now.  

I want to talk about the capital funding for a moment. I think when we discussed the Hopetoun road I mentioned 
that we need to pull together a mechanism to provide a funding uplift or a step-up in funding for regional roads. 
We are doing work on that now internally. In my view, the roads for which that step-up pool of funding will be 
available will be in the following three categories. Firstly, it will be available for a series of roads that the 
Western Australian Local Government Association has identified through consultation with its members. That is 
a big job it has completed. Secondly, it will go to state roads. Thirdly, funding will go to the significant and 
important regional bypass or deviations around regional WA. Clearly, Ravensthorpe will be on that plan as will 
Northampton. Five or six towns spring to mind. I will leave Geraldton out of that plan; we will have to deal with 
it separately. I thought I would just throw that in, Mr Speaker, in case you were getting overly excited! I am glad 
you were not captured on video performing those machinations, Mr Speaker! 

That work is happening; I cannot give the member a definitive answer on capital funding today. What I can 
indicate to him is that we understand the need for a step-up in funding for regional roads, we are working on a 
mechanism to deliver that funding and we are working on a process to identify the roads. We will not end up in a 
mad rush to fix every road, because we will just not be able to do that. We want to fix the roads that are 
important to local communities and have state significance, and these deviations, because they have been left 
behind all too often. That work is happening; I am hopeful that as part of next year’s budget process we can 
make some announcements about that. What is important ahead of that, though, is that this sort of planning work 
is done so that the projects are pretty much up already when we identify those funds. We will keep working on 
that. I again say that I think it is good news that Main Roads has proactively and effectively engaged with the 
shire—notwithstanding that the member for Eyre may have telegraphed his punch a little early! 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: I don’t mind; we need the results. That’s the important thing. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: As I understand it, the outcomes of that initial review were presented to the council on 
27 September, the $300 000 is in there, and that planning will now happen. The preliminary advice I have is that 
it will probably have to look to the north of the town now because of the issues to the south, as pointed out by the 
member for Eyre. Indeed, the managing director has also met with the chief executive officer and the shire 
president of Ravensthorpe; I suspect that was when he broke the news to them about the change in funding 
arrangements for the Hopetoun road, but at least there was some proactive engagement out of that in relation to 
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the deviation. Hopefully that 10 per cent road will stay, but it will not be for heavy vehicles. I actually think that, 
in terms of driving through, it is a feature of the town, in many ways, for a visitor. We would still want people 
travelling through the town to be able to enjoy Ravensthorpe and stop for a break or even to stay. I thank the 
member for Eyre for raising this issue, and I look forward to watching the planning work unfold. 
 


